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Deadline  Extended  on  Last  Year's  $6  Supplementary 
Payment  and  $3  Native  Forage  Program 

In  March  of  2000  the  Alberta  Government  announced  a payment  of  $4. 29/acre  on 
cultivated  land.  In  October  2000,  the  Government  announced  a $6  Supplementary 
Payment,  which  brought  the  total  payment  up  to  $10.29  /acre.  Anyone  who  applied  for  the 
$4. 29/acre  automatically  received  the  $6  top-up.  However,  the  few  producers  who 
missed  the  deadline  for  applying  for  the  $4. 29/acre  were  then  eligible  to  apply  for  the  $6 
payment  only. 

The  deadline  for  applying  for  this  $6  payment  was  January  1 5,  2001 . That  deadline  has 
now  been  extended  until  October  31, 2001  in  order  to  ensure  everyone  who  is  eligible  is 
given  an  opportunity  to  apply.  Program  administrators  expect  few  remaining  applicants, 
since  most  of  the  cultivated  land  base  in  Alberta  has  received  payment  under  the  $6 
Supplement. 

At  the  same  time  as  the  $6  Supplement  was  announced  (October  2000),  a $3/acre  Native 
Forage  program  was  announced.  The  application  deadline  for  this  program  was  also 
January  1 5,  2001 . That  deadline  has  also  been  extended  to  October  31 , 2001 . Again, 
program  administrators  expect  a small  number  of  applicants  since  most  of  the  native 
forage  land  in  Alberta  has  already  received  the  $3/acre  payment. 

Don’t  forget  that  the  deadline  for  this  year's  $1 0.29/acre  payment  on  cultivated  land,  or  $4/ 
acre  on  native  forage  is  also  October  31 , 2001 . 


The  Alberta  Agri-Preneur  Newsletter  ...  Timely,  incisive  and  creative  ideas  for 
the  agriculture  entrepreneur. 


New  Markets  . New  Trends . New  Directions 

Introducing  the  Alberta  Agri-preneur,  a newsletter  for  market  focused  agri-preneurs  who  create  and  develop  new 
products  and  enterprises,  access  new  markets  and/or  add  value  to  existing  agricultural  products.  The  Alberta  Agri- 
preneur  newsletter,  formerly  called  the  Northwest  Processor,  has  been  published  for  6 years,  distributing  1600  issues 
quarterly.  Previous  issues  have  focused  on  issues  of  specific  interest  to  the  rural  entrepreneur  including  ways  to  price 
your  product,  marketing  and  promotions,  packaging,  the  organic  marketplace,  and  how  to  create  a brand  image.  Back 
issues  are  available  on  the  Alberta  Agriculture,  Food  and  Rural  Development  website  at:  http://www.agric.gov.ab.ca/ 
food/process/nwp/index.html 


The  Alberta  Agri-Preneur  is  available  free  of  charge.  Contact  Kerry  Engel,  Rural  Development  Specialist-Business 
with  Alberta  Agriculture  in  Westlock  to  get  your  name  on  the  mailing  list.  (780)  349-4465  (dial  310-0000  for  toll  free 
sendee.)  E-mail:  kerry.engel@gov.ab.ca 

Rural  Development  Specialists-Business  with  Alberta  Agriculture,  Food  and  Rural  Development  assist  farm  managers  and  rural  entrepreneurs  to 
identify  and  evaluate  diversification  and  value-added  agricultural  business  opportunities,  determine  market  feasibility,  access  resources  and  experts, 
and  consult  on  research,  marketing  and  business  planning. 
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Cereal  & Oilseed  Helpline 

The  Cereal  & Oilseed  Helpline  is  a six-month  pilot  project 
in  operation  from  May  to  November  2001 . The  helpline 
has  been  set-up  to  handle  cereal  & oilseed  production  calls 
for  the  2001  growing  season.  It  operates  from 

8:15  am  - noon  and  1:00  pm  - 4:30  pm 
Monday  to  Friday 

For  cereal  and  oilseed  calls,  contact  your  local  Alberta 
Agriculture,  Food  & Rural  Development  crop  specialist  or 
the  helpline  toll  free  at  1-866-88CROPS  (1-866-882- 
<®y  7677)  or  310-0000  + (403)  742-7558. 
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West  Horticultural  Trade  Show  2UU1 


November  8th  - 10th,  2001 

Mayfield  Inn  & Suites,  Edmonton,  Alberta 

For  more  information  contact: 

The  Alberta  Horticultural  Congress  (780)  415-232 
Prairie  West  Horticultural  Trade  Show  (780)  489-1991 


Feed  and  Pasture  For  Sale 

Check  out  the  listing  of  Alberta  Hay  & Feed  for  sale  or  list 
your  own  feed  for  sale  on  our  website  www.agric.gov. 
ab.ca/store/haylist.html  or  visit  any  district  office  for 
an  updated  list. 


Water  Act  Registration 

Deadline  December  31,  2001 

Under  previous  legislation,  licences  were  required  for  the  use  of  water.  One  exception  to  this  rule  was 
water  for  domestic  use.  Domestic  use  included  water  used  for  household  requirements,  watering  of 
domestic  animals  and  poultry,  and  limited  watering  of  gardens.  The  legislation  was  not  clear  on  the 
volume  of  water  that  could  be  used  or  the  legal  protection  given  to  these  uses.  The  Water  Act  addresses 
this  uncertainty  by  providing  two  clearly  defined  categories  for  this  type  of  use.  A statutory  right  for 
“household  purposes”  is  included  as  well  as  the  ability  for  a traditional  agriculture  user  to  obtain  a 
right  to  use  water  under  a registration.  Water  uses  that  do  not  fall  within  these  categories  continue  to 
require  a licence  such  as  irrigation,  municipal,  industrial. 

This  new  category  of  rights  under  the  Act  applies  to  water  used  for  raising  animals  or  applying 
pesticides  to  crops  up  to  a volume  of  6250  cubic  metres  (1  375  000  gal)  of  water  per  year.  If  you  were 
using  water  for  these  purposes  on  the  date  the  Act  came  into  force  (January  1,  1999),  you  may  apply  to 
Alberta  Environment  for  a registration.  The  registration  will  protect  your  right  to  use  water  by 
assigning  the  registration  a priority  number  “grandfathered”  back  to  the  date  when  the  water 
was  first  put  to  use.  If  you  decide  not  to  register  you  may  continue  your  use,  but  such  use  is  not 
protected. 


To  obtain  a registration,  an  application  must  be  completed  and  filed  with  Alberta  Environment  by  the 
deadline  of  December  31,  2001 . Information  required  for  the  application  includes  the  date  the  water 
source  was  first  used  for  raising  animals  or  applying  pesticides  to  crops  and  the  highest  sustained  level 
of  use  on  your  owned  land  during  the  1996-1998  period.  You  must  pick  one  of  these  years  and  apply 
the  actual  use  from  all  of  your  water  sources  for  that  year  only. 


Information  and  application  forms  for  registration  are  available  at  any  Alberta  Agriculture  or  Alberta 
Environment  office.  Stony  Plain  Offices: 

Alberta  Agriculture  Alberta  Environment 

780-963-6101  780-963-613 1 
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New  Staff  Arrives  in  Stony  Plain 
AAFRD  Office 


The  Stony  Plain  district  office  welcomes  new  Alberta  Agriculture,  Food  and  Rural 
Development  staff  Margurite  Thiessen  and  Lloyd  Giebelhaus. 

Margurite  Thiessen,  Value  Chain  Specialist 

After  working  for  Alberta  Agriculture  for  over  eleven  years  in  the  Peace  region,  Margurite 
moved  from  the  Manning  office  to  Stony  Plain  on  September  1,  2001. 

Value  Chains  are  recognized  by  the  Agriculture  and  Food  Council  as  an  effective  way  to  build 
a competitive  advantage  for  Alberta’s  agriculture  and  food  industry  in  the  new  global  economy. 
The  Value  Chain  Initiative,  a three-way  collaboration  between  Agriculture  and  Agri-Food  Can- 
ada, Alberta  Agriculture,  Food  and  Rural  Development  and  Agriculture  and  Food  Council,  is 
designed  to: 

■ Create  awareness  for  the  potential  of  Value  Chains 

■ Help  the  industry  develop  successful  value  chains  and  other  collaborative  business  rela- 
tionships. 

Margurite  is  available  to  answer  any  questions  you  have  about  the  Value  Chain  Initiative  or  to 
work  with  you  on  developing  value  chains.  You  can  reach  her  at  780-963-6101 . 

Lloyd  Giebelhaus,  Beef  Specialist 

The  closure  of  the  Sangudo  office  earlier  this  fall  brings  Lloyd  to  our  office  an  average  of  two 
days  a week.  He  will  also  continue  to  cover  the  Sangudo  and  Mayerthorpe  area  in  addition  to 
Stony  Plain. 

In  the  new  year,  Lloyd  will  be  developing  a schedule  of  dates  he  will  be  available  in  the  Stony 
Plain  area  but  until  then,  he  can  be  reached  (or  you  can  leave  a message)  at  any  one  of  these 
numbers:  Cell:  674-7304  or  785-5005 

Stony  Plain  Office:  963-6101 

Or  for  general  beef  inquiries,  please  call  the  helpline  at  1-866-882-7677. 


AFSC  (Agriculture  Financial 
Services  Corporation)  offers  many 
financial  products  for  any  stage  of  your 
farm  business.  Ask  us  about  our  farm 
lending  services: 

• Beginning  Farmer  Loans 

• Vendor  Mortgage  Plan 

• Developing  Fanner  Loans 

• Disaster  Assistance/  Crop  Loss  Loans 

• Alberta  Farm  Development  Loans 

• Specific  Guarantees 

• Farm  Income  Disaster  Program 

For  more  information,  please  contact: 
Bill  Tchir,  Lyle  Roberts,  or 
Barry  Robertson  in  Stony  Plain  at 
(780)  963-6101. 

Other  services:  AFSC  Commercial  - 
innovative  financing  for  businesses  in 
the  agrifood  and  value-added  sector. 
Phone:  (780)415-1216 


Agriculture  Financial  / 
Services  Corporation 

Lyle  Roberts  - Lending  Mj.  V 
Division 

Bill  Tchir-  Lending  Division 
Barry  Robertson  - Lending  Division 
Bette  Strass  - Insurance  Division 
Dianne  Kyle  - Insurance  Division 


Changing  Roles 

Trevor  Kloeck,  Pulse  and  Special  Crops  Specialist 

Over  the  last  two  years,  many  of  you  in  the  community  have  gotten  to  know  me  as  a cereal 
and  oilseed  specialist  dealing  with  crops  such  as  wheat,  barley,  canola  and  oats.  Even  though 
I immensely  enjoyed  working  in  that  discipline,  I have  taken  an  opportunity  to  move  in  a new 
direction  and  specialize  in  Pulses  and  special  crops. 

With  this  new  focus,  I will  be  working  with  the  development  of  spice  crops,  medicinals,  and 
pulse  crops  like  fababeans,  lentils  and  field  peas  rather  than  more  traditional  crops  (ie.  Cereal 
& oilseeds).  My  goal  is  to  be  part  of  the  effort  to  bring  new  crop  options  to  the  farm  and  en- 
hance the  value  of  the  industry  as  a whole.  I am  still  located  in  the  Stony  Plain  office  and 
would  like  to  invite  any  of  you  interested  in  knowing  more  about  this  new  discipline  to  con- 
tact me  or  come  in  for  a coffee.  With  regards  to  cereals  and  oilseeds  related  issues,  Alberta 
agriculture  now  has  a hotline  set  up  capable  of  addressing  your  questions  as  well  as  several 
highly  qualified  cereal  and  oilseed  specialists  in  the  surrounding  area. 
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National  Library  of  Canada 
Bibliotheque  nationale  du  Canada 


The  Alberta  Agri-preneur  is  a newsletter  for  market 
focused  agri-preneurs  who: 

* create  & develop  new  products  & enterprises 

* access  new  markets  and/or 

* add  value  to  existing  products. 

Articles  reflect  on: 

- rural  food  processing 

* farm  direct  marketing 

* rural  tourism 


To  receive  your  free  subscription  to  the  Aiberta  Agri-preneur 
call  (780)  3494465,  toll  free  3iM)0i 
or  E-mail  MmkimmmloM 
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3 3286  5240623 


The  Cereal  & Oilseed  Helpline  has  extended  it’s  pilot-project  deadline 
and  expanded  the  information  available.  Now  including  beef,  for- 
ages and  farm  management  information,  in  addition  to  the  cereal 
and  oilseed  information,  specialists  are  available  to  take  your  calls  from: 

Monday  thru  Friday 
8:15  am-12:00  and  1:00-4:30  pm 

1-866-88CROPS 
(1-866-882-7677) 

Call  now  to  talk  to  a specialist  on  issues  concerning  cereal 
and  oilseeds,  beef,  forages  and  farm  management  issues! 


If  it’s  about  AC.  . . It's  HERE! 

R www.agric.gov.ab.ca 
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A web  site  designed  with  farmers  in  mind.  Ropin' 
the  Web  has  everything  you  need  to  stay  on  top  of 
your  Agri-business. 


Water  Act  Registration  for  Traditional 
Agriculture  Users  Deadline  is  f.  ~ 
December  31,  2001 

Please  contact  the  Stony  Plain  Alberta 
Environment  or  the  Alberta  Agriculture  office  for 
applications  or  information. 

Alberta  Environment  (780)  963-6131  ext.  260 
Alberta  Agriculture  (780)  963-6101 


Calling  all  rural  Alberta  schools! 

A i A,ew  "Fteldtn-p  ft  SuLtcftse"  from,  the 
Multicultural  tterltftge  Centre,  .stony  plain,  Albertft 


A game  created  to  teach  rural  children  about  farm 
safety  called  “Farm  Safety  is  Not  a Game”.  Designed 
for  rural  Alberta  schools,  this  is  a unique 
way  of  teaching  school  children  about  a 
farm  safety. 

How  do  we  get  the  fieldtrip  to  our  school? 

Call  Jeanette  Smith  or  Judy  Kesanko  at  the  Multicul- 
tural Heritage  Centre,  Stony  Plain,  Alberta  at  (780) 
963-2777  or  fax  a request  to  (780)  963-0233. 


Mural  Tourism 

l Moving  Forward 


What:  The  2nd  conference  of  its  kind  in  Alberta 

When:  February  1 1 — 13,  2002 

Where:  Camrose  Regional  Exhibition 

Who  should  attend: 

• Rural  Tourism  Champions 

• Small  Cities  and  Municipalities 

• Chambers  of  Commerce,  Retailers  and  Event 
Organizers 

• Tourism  Attractions  and  Operators 

• Ag  Societies  and  Agri-tourism  operators 

• Historical,  Recreational  and  Cultural  Associations 

• Accommodation  Properties 

Building  on  the  success  of  last  years  conference,  this  year  will  feature 
even  more  hands-on  workshops.  As  well  as  opportunities  to  learn 
how  to  overcome  obstacles  in  rural  tourism  development  in  your 
community. 

For  more  information  call  toll-free  to  1-866-488-9497,  or  e-mail 
Ruraltourism02@aol.com 

This  conference  is  an  initiative  of  the  Camrose  Regional  Exhibition, 
Alberta  Economic  Development,  Travel  Alberta,  and  Alberta  Agriculture, 
Food  and  Rural  Development. 
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